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( Reprinted  from  the  Birmingham  Medical  Review , Oct .,  1885.) 


HEREDITARY  HERPES  ZOSTER. 

BY  G.  A.  GIBSON,  M.D.,  LECTURER  ON 
MATERIA  MEDICA  AND  THERAPEUTICS  AT  SURGEON'S  HALL,  EDINBURGH 

In  view  of  the  great  interest  which  is  at  present  taken 
in  any  facts  bearing  on  the  subject  of  heredity,  it  seems 
but  right  to  record  an  observation  which  I recently  had 
the  opportunity  of  making,  and  which  probably  involves 
the  hereditary  transmissions  of  a special  predisposition 
to  localised  changes  in  the  nervous  system. 

A gentleman,  now  aged  35,  was  attacked  during  the 
winter  months  of  1882  and  [1883  by  herpes  zoster,  pre- 
ceded by  severe  neuralgic  pain,  and  strictly  limited  to 
a small  area  on  the  back  of  the  fore-arm  supplied  by 
one  of  the  minute  dorsal  branches  of  the  left  ulnar 
nerve.  Last  winter  this  gentleman’s  eldest  child,  a little 
girl  five  years  of  age,  was  seen  by  me  when  suffering 
from  the  same  affection.  It  was  confined  exactly  to  the 
same  area  of  the  left  arm,  and,  therefore,  followed  the 
distribution  of  the  same  branch  of  the  left  ulnar  nerve 
as  in  the  case  of  her  father. 

While  herpes  simplex  seems  to  have  no  distinct  con- 
nection with  any  special  nervous  influence,  herpes  zoster 
is  proved,  not  only  by  its  various  nervous  phenomena,  but 
b y post  mortem  demonstration  to  be  dependent  on  changes 
in  the  nervous  system.  The  pathological  processes  have 


been  shown  by  Dubler,*  in  a paper  interesting  not  only  on 
account  of  its  researches  into  the  morbid  anatomy,  but 
also  from  its  valuable  historical  survey  of  the  subject, 
to  be  congestion  or  inflammation  of  the  posterior  nerve- 
roots,  or  of  the  ganglia,  or  of  the  nerve-trunks  beyond 
the  ganglia.  While  it  must  be  admitted  that  these  two 
cases  may  be  merely  associated  by  a co-incidence,  it 
seems  more  probable  that  there  has  been  an  oblique 
transmission  from  father  to  daughter  of  a predisposition 
to  the  nervous  changes  on  which  herpes  zoster  depends. 
In  both  patients  the  disease  set  in  during  the  winter, 
and  the  daughter  was  attacked  the  year  following  her 
father’s  second  seizure.  The  eruption  was  situated  very 
near  the  common  position  of  herpes  iris  when  affecting 
the  arm,  but  in  all  its  symptoms  and  appearances  the 
disease  in  both  father  and  daughter  was  true  herpes 
zoster. 


* Archiv  fiir  Pathologische  Anatomie  und  Physiologie  und  fur  Klinische 
Medicin,  96ten  Band,  S.  195. 
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